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Proposition

Le Synode décide d’'organiser en 2023 une collecte, dont la somme cible est fixée a
CHF 60 000, au profit de I'Institut cecuménique de Bossey et son Fonds des bourses.

Berne, le 12 avril 2022
Eglise évangélique réformée de Suisse

Le Conseil
La présidente La directrice de la chancellerie
Rita Famos Hella Hoppe
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Commentaire

Fondé en 1946, I'Institut cecuménique de Bossey (Bossey) est le centre de formation cecu-
ménique et de formation continue du Conseil cecuménique des Eglises (COE) ainsi qu’un
centre international de rencontre et de dialogue. Il propose des formations universitaires
postgrades et de doctorat et des cours de formation continue pour des théologiens et théo-
logiennes ainsi que des laics et des laiques. Les dipldmes suivants peuvent y étre obtenus :
Complementary Certificate in Ecumenical Studies ; Master of Advanced Studies in Ecumeni-
cal Studies ; Doctorate in Theology (Mention Ecumenical Studies) ainsi que le Certificate of
Advanced Studies in Ecumenical Studies. Bossey est également fréquenté par des pas-
teures et des pasteurs en congé sabbatique. La vie sociale et spirituelle communautaire oc-
cupe une place importante dans I'enseignement et la formation cecuménique dispensés a
Bossey. Un cours d’été interreligieux est tenu avec succés depuis 2011 pour des étudiantes
et des étudiants provenant de contextes chrétien, juif et musulman.

L'institut rappelle aux Eglises de maniére vivante et avec insistance qu’elles ont pour mis-
sion de motiver et former des jeunes gens afin qu’ils puissent s’engager en faveur de l'unité
visible de I'Eglise et d’'un monde plus juste et plus pacifique, que ce soit sur leur lieu d’acti-
vité ou dans le cadre du mouvement cecuménique. Avec ce centre, le COE veut mettre a
disposition un lieu d’apprentissage et d’expérience cecuménique. Pour les Eglises du COE,
Bossey représente donc une référence trés importante en tant que lieu d’études et de ren-
contres. La newsletter annexée de I'Institut cecuménique de Bossey de septembre 2021
donne des informations sur l'utilisation des ressources financiéres.

Un lien fort unit les Eglises réformées de Suisse et I'Institut cecuménique de Bossey depuis
des dizaines d’années. Des Eglises et des paroisses a titre individuel entretiennent des rela-
tions nombreuses et diversifiées avec cet institut. Depuis des années, des paroisses de
Suisse accueillent des étudiants de I'institut pendant I’Avent. L'EERS est représentée au
sein du Bossey Accompaniment Group et par ailleurs s’engage en faveur des intéréts de
l'institut.

Suivent d’autres possibilités d’action de nos Eglises en faveur de I'Institut de Bossey :

- le soutien financier des Eglises membres a des étudiantes et des étudiants suisses en
théologie,

— I'encouragement des pasteures et des pasteurs a suivre des cours a I'Institut dans le
cadre de leur formation initiale et continue,

— l'organisation de conférences et de retraites a Bossey,

— une tache permanente est d’inciter davantage de personnes effectuant leurs études en
Suisse a suivre leur formation a I'Institut cecuménique,

— le lancement de collectes supplémentaires en faveur de Bossey. En 2021, les dons et
collectes de 'EPER, des Eglises cantonales, des paroisses et de personnes privées ont
atteint la somme de CHF 213 643.00. La somme totale récoltée par le biais de 'EERS
en 2021 s’est élevée a CHF 56 192.00. Les dons récoltés en Suisse représentent 23 %
des revenus de Bossey, 37 % proviennent d’Eglises a I'étranger, 40 % sont générés par
I'Institut.

Le Conseil propose au Synode d’organiser une collecte au sein des Eglises membres dans

le but d’atteindre le montant visé de CHF 60 000 pour I'année 2023, et de répartir les mon-
tants collectés a parts égales entre I'Institut cecuménique et son Fonds des bourses.
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Greetings from the Bossey Ecumenical Institute. |
continue to thank God for your faithful prayers and
generous support. It is because of you and others
that Bossey continues its mission of forming ecu-
menically trained leaders to engage in the trans-
formation of the church.

Your generosity enabled our resiliency. Despite
the uncertainty of 2020 and early 2021, we gradu-
ated 24 students with certificates in ecumenical
studies from 19 countries, representing 19 church-
es. Another four master’s students from four coun-
tries, representing four churches, graduated in
June, 2021. Even COVID-19 could not stop the
ecumenical formation of pastors and theologians
from around the world!

With great excitement, we are expected to wel-
come nearly 40 students for the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year, representing 32 churches from China,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Germany,
Greece, Honduras, Hungary, Indonesia, Madagas-
car, Mexico, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Republic
of Congo, Romania, Russia, South Korea, Swe-
den, Thailand, United Kingdom, United States of
America, Ukraine and Zimbabwe.

While some schools focus on distilling and pass-
ing on information, the mission and pedagogy of
Bossey is fundamentally formational. Our gradu-
ates should understand, embrace and insist that
the church isn’t simply called to preach the gospel
with words or to enact it with service; it is also
called to embody the gospel in the character of its
own fellowship. We engage students in construc-
tive, if sometimes difficult, dialogues at Bossey out

of a conviction that they need one another in order
to be the church more fully and to understand God
more truly.

The majority of students receive a scholarship to
study at Bossey. The cost of a 6-month certificate
course is about CHF 12,850. The cost for the
master’'s programme is about CHF 24,500.

In 2020, the Ecumenical Institute received CHF
570,000 in scholarship funds from friends, parish-
es, churches, and partners. Through your gener-
osity, we awarded CHF 450,000 in scholarships.

Your contribution helps make it possible for Bos-
sey to continue reaching more students every
year, forming leaders, transforming lives and help-
ing the church make its unity in Christ visible to
the world. On behalf of the students and faculty,
please accept our sincere appreciation for your
continued support.

Yours in Christ,

MSM

Fr. Prof. Dr loan Sauca

Acting General Secretary,
World Council of Churches
Director of the Ecumenical Institute Bossey



Bossey graduates set out to “be ambassadors of

reconciliation and unity”

Bossey combines academic teaching and experiential learning, as the students live together, share every-
day life, participate in prayer and go on study visits together. The curriculum connects theory and practice
in order to enable formation that may lead to transformation.

As they return to their home
countries, graduates fondly
recall their formation and look
forward to using it to transform

their communities
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“Living with and experiencing
people with different ideas and
cultures was most rewarding
for me at Bossey,” said Rev.
Sang Hoon Han, a missionary
from Burundi. “I realized that
there were people with different
perspectives beyond my imagi-
nation, and | wish to become a
more humble and inclusive per-
son.”

Han is heading home to teach
Burundi churches and Chris-
tians about the ecumenical
movement and spirit.
“Moreover, | want to help them
to be more tolerant and inclu-
sive of their conversations with
people of other faiths.”

L//,

Zhao Meiqing, from China,
defined the 2020-21 graduating
class as “the COVID genera-
tion,” citing a year full of uncer-
tainties, constant changes and
adaptations.

“Thanks to the tireless efforts of
the faculty at Bossey, not only
are we a group of no less diver-
sity, we have also made the
best of the time, living out ecu-
menism together! Bossey, as
the ecumenical laboratory, is a
place where chemistry happens
through our encountering, shar-
ing and learning together. Walls
that separate us are broken
down as we appreciate the di-
versity among us with under-
standing and patience.”

Graduation is not the destina-
tion of their journey together,
Meiqging added. “As we head
back to where we are from, we
joyfully bring with us the burden
of embodying the spirit of unity
gifted to us and carrying the
movement forward through the
love of Christ, to be ambassa-
dors of reconciliation and unity
in our respective contexts!”

Rev. Evans Nyamadzawo,
from Zimbabwe, described
Bossey as “a full package of
ecumenism” in all aspects.
“Unity in diversity is expressed
in all forms: in classes, prayer
life, and daily life. It was amaz-
ing how we interacted in and
outside the classes despite our
differences in race, regions,
countries, languages, and
churches.”

Nyamadzawo’s vision is to be
an ambassador of ecumenism
in Zimbabwe and beyond. |
would like to promote ecumen-
ism in all circles | am part of.”

All photos:
©Grégoire de Fombelle/WCC



2020 exchange of

Bossey students with
Swiss Protestant parishes

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, study visits to Swiss
Protestant parishes were not allowed in 2020.
Instead, an online exchange with representatives
of the Reformed Church Bern-Jura-Solothurn
took place with Rev. Susanne Schneeberger,
Rev. Heinz Bichsel and Ms Lisa Krebs, all be-
longing to the organizing partner OeME Secretar-
iat of cantons Bern-Jura-Solothurn of the Re-
formed Protestant Church in Switzerland.

The meeting was well-organized in three ses-
sions: 1) Overall religious landscape in Switzer-
land and especially the Reformed Church; 2) Lo-
cal thematic work on interreligious dialogue; and,
3) Local thematic work on “blue community” and
other ecological concerns.

Students participated in all sessions and gave
the meeting very positive responses, noting how
the sessions informed their understandings and
modelled how to critically and constructively re-
flect on the challenges and opportunities in a par-
ticular context while engaging across contexts
with urgent global challenges.
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. -y Kirsty Borthwick, from the UK,
W ] reflected on the exchange:

“Since | am engaged in parish placements
at home in the UK as part of my ordination
training, | was excited about the prospect of
spending a weekend with a Swiss Parish.

Whilst disappointed that the in-person visit
had to be cancelled, | am very grateful for
the ingenuity and flexibility of our hosts in
putting together an online programme in its
place.

It was excellent to learn about the Swiss
Reformed tradition and in particular about
specific projects the Swiss Reformed
Church is engaged in.

It was good to relate what we have learned
about water justice and interreligious work
in the programmes of the WCC to what is
happening in similar projects in the Swiss
local context.

| was grateful that our hosts were so open
to conversation and questions.”




Enclosures Ty
Academic year 2020-2021 — Resident
students by academic programme - . : e

Narrative and Financial Reports , T}
Should you require detailed narrative ‘ ;
and financial reports for 2020 please L I
contact Laura Sandoval Merritt at

LSM@wcc-coe.org -

Contributions ' .
Please consider making a contribution 3
for the 2021-2022 academic year.

Please specify if your contribution is for
the “Ecumenical Institute” or
“Bossey Scholarships”. =

Beneficiary

Institut CEcuménique

Chéateau de Bossey

Chemin Cheneviére 2

1279 Bogis-Bossey, Switzerland -

ARl
S

Bank Account ; ~ -
Banque Cantonale Vaudoise 3 ; | &
Case postale 300 A
1001 Lausanne, Switzerland
IBAN: CH81 0076 7000 U067 5255 7 ' I B

SWIFT: BCVLCH2LXXX ‘ M

Post Account = Ul = : ' ]
Conseil Oecuménique des Eglises N o

Institut Oecuménique EWA G-

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex, Switzerland

CCP: 12-17719-8 Institut Oecumé-

nique

G“ ECL{MENICAL INSTITUTE

s CHATEAU DE BOSSEY

Institut Oecuménique Tel.: +41 22 960 7300

Chéateau de Bossey Fax: +41 22 960 7310

Chemin Cheneviéere 2 Email: bossey@wcc-coe.org

1279 Bogis-Bossey https://lwww.oikoumene.org/what-we-do/the-ecumenical-institute-bossey
Switzerland
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